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Mrs. HUGHES: 


MADAM, 


IHE near relation, into 
which, by the provi- 
. dence of Gop and your 


favour, I have had the honour. 
and happineſs to be admitted, may 
be thought a ſufficient objection 
againſt an addreſs of this kind in 
a day; when it is Become the 

a 2 faſhion 


iv DEDICATION. 


faſhion not to appear to own ay 
relation, and the zeareſt relatives 
converſe in the manner of ſtran- 
gers. I ſhall not wonder, if I in- 
cur the charge of being very un- 
poliſhed; nor will it give me the 
leaſt concern: for, beſides that I 
have no great opinion of modern 
. faſhions; it happens, that I have 
| one of the moſt pohte writers 
bh of this laſt age for a precedent. * | 
GREAT obligations demand |} 
thankful acknowledgments, and the 
beſt returns of gratitude : it is 
| | the daily ſtudy of my life to per- 
| | form the latter; and it is the de- 
ſign of this Dedication to tender 
the former. I have the deepeſt 
ſenſe of your. ineſtimable favour, 
in giving me yourſelf; and, when 
I look back upon the many proofs: 
you have given me of a generous 
and ſincere affection for near ſe- 
X venteen 


II. Steele, Awards Sir Richard, dedicated 
the third volume of the Lady's Library to his- wife, 
A. D. MDCCXIV, 
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venteen years paſt, I feel a plea- 
ſute which is not to be expreſſed. 
I au heartily: ſorry for the ſad 
W 8 of the preſent addreſs to 
you: but yet J hope, the follow- 
ing diſcourſe may, inſtead of re- 
newing your grief, help to alle- 
viate the diſtreſſing ſorrows, which 
the death of a dear niece, almoſt 


your own child, has cauſed. 


None but Gop, and each of us 
know, what /incere mourners we are, 
and how ſenſibly we fee/ this ſtroke 
of providence. We did hope, that 
the dear creature deceaſed would 
have been continued a bleſſing to 
the world, for many years after 


we had * the journey of 


life: but Gop has ſeen fit to de- 


termine the matter otherwiſe; —— 
and now we muſt follow her: 
God grant us a joyful meeting with 
her, and our other chriſtian friends 
in the heavenly world ! there our 
happineſs will be complete, and 
| we 


vi DEDICATION, 


we ſhall never be ſeparated again 
Ir is a great mercy, that her life 


was not /ooner cut off: many 


threatening illneſſes was ſhe car- 


ried through, by Gao's bleſſing up- 
on your watchful care. I know 
it affords you unſpeakable pleaſure 
to think of all the kind offices you 
did her; whereby her life was ren- 
dered comfortable. to herſelf, and 

ſhe was qualified for un uſefu]- 


neſs to others. 


You had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
all your endeavours for her advan- 
tage, crowned with remarkable 
ſucceſs! and you have given a 
full demonſtration, that it is not 
neceſſary to introduce young per- 
ſons into much company, Or to ac- 
quaint them with the diver ions 


and amuſements of life, under the 


notion of ſeeing the world; in or- 
der to their being able to bear an 
agreeable part in converſation, and 
to behave in a decorous manner, 

when 


DEDICATION. vi 
when they are grown up in life.— 
This is a dangerous rock on which 
multitudes ſplit; and the very 
reaſon, why ſo many, when they 
come into the world, are abſo- 
lutely anfit for the duties of life, 
and know not how to be v/eful 
and ſerviceable in their proper ſla- 
tions. This is a /oleci/mn in educa- 
tion, for which thouſands will have 
cauſe to curſe their parents, or tu- 
tors to all eternity)! 

You all along took care, that this 
dear child ſhould have every agreca- 
ble amuſement, that was innocent, 
and what her delicate conſtitution 
would bear: but you wiſely judged, 
that reaſon ſhould be got to ſome 
degreeof maturity, and principles of 
religion{hould have taken poſſeſſion 
of the heart ; before young perſons 
are turned looſe into the world, or 
made acquainted with thoſe gaie- 
ties of life, which are apt to ſup- 
preſs and ſtifle the dictates of both. 
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vii DEDICATION: 
You have had the pleaſure be- 
ſides, to ſee this young lady di/- 
poſed of 1n lite, altogether agree- 
ably to your warmeſt wiſhes; to a 
young gentleman poſſeſſed of the 
moſt excellent accompliſhments ; 
who has endeared himſelf for ever to 
, by the moſt tender and affection- 
ate behaviour towards one, whom 
we ſodearly loved; and had engaged 
her affections to ſo high a degree, 
that ſhe thought herſelf the moſt 
happy woman in the world. And 
indeed, ſuch ſtrength of affection, 
ſuch mutual eſteem, ſuch an en- 
tire ſuitableneſs of temper, ſuch an 
exact likeneſs and ſympathy be- 
tween theſe two kindred ſouls, 
could not fail of producing an un- 


common degree of felicity ; 


6 Two happy fouls made inti- 


mately one. 


In this new fituation of life, 


when your dear niece was ſhown 
$54 
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to the world, ſhe conciliated the 
eſteem of all ſhe converſed with; 
her conduct met with univerſal 
applauſe; and ſhe became valued 
and beloved by her new relatives, 
as one of their own family: nor is 
there the leaſt reaſon to doubt, but 
ſhe would have ſhone with an 
increaſing luſtre in every condition 
of We. Bet. 

Taz world was not worthy of 
her: ſhe was early ripe for 
heaven : and Gop loved her zoo 
well, to prolong her continuance 
in this vale of tears ; where evils 
and ſorrows are mingled with the 
moſt proſperous circumſtances. She 
is taken away from all the troubles 
of life: and who knows what evils 
are coming ? She is now out of the 
reach of danger, and advanced to 
a ſtate of the higheſt dignity, and 
conſummate bliſs. 

Lx us, dear Madam, dry up 
our tears: and though we cannot 
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but tenderly reſent our unſpeaka- 
ble 4%; yet the conſideration of 
her inconceivable gain ſhould ſup- 
port our ſpirits. 

Ir may be ſome alleviation of 
ſorrow, that though He is taken 
from us, ſhe has left behind a moſt 
delightful abe; who, after her 
example, may be affording it's re- 
latives daily pleaſure, while it is 
partaking of their conſtant care 
and kindneſs». _——You will, I am 
ſure, heartily concur with me in 
praying for the continued life of 
this dear little boy : that he may 
ſtand up in his mother's place ; to 
witneſs for Gor, to be an orna- 
ment to religion, a comfort to his 
friends, and a bleſſing to the world: 
and to this purpoſe we need only 
wiſh, that he may inherit the ſpi- 
rit, the virtue and piety of his pa- 
rents; one now in heaven, he 


other 


Non totus receſſit, reliquit nobis liberos, in quibus 
eum debemus agnoſcere, & in quibus eum cernimus 


& tenemus. Ambreſ. de Imperatore Tpeodiꝗſio. 
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DEDICATION. x 
other in the road to it. May di- 
vine grace conduct him ſafe thi- 
ther, after a long liſe of uſefulneſs 
and comfort here on earth 

I Rejoice, and adore the mercy 
of Gop, which has wonderfully 
ſupported you in this day of ſor- 
row. You have evidently diſco- 
vered the power of divine grace in 
your ſoul, and have acted through- 
out this . melancholy ſcene 
like a ſincere chriſtian, entirely 
reſigned to Gop. May patience 
have her perfect work! may your 
ſoul be enriched more and more 
with the graces and comforts of 
the Holy Spirit, and your 1 — 
of heaven grow brighter daily ! 
till at length, at the call of Gop, 
you ſhall aſcend on high to meet 
your deceaſed niece and other pi 
ous friends in paradiſe: they ex- 
pect you there, and will welcome 
your arrival with the greateſt ſa- 
tisfaction. 
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Tux prolonging your valuable 


life in circumſtances of eaſe and 
comfort, and in a continued capa- 


city of uſefulneſs, is the higheſt 


temporal bleſſing I have to aſk of 
God: this is a ſubject of my daily 
prayers; and it ſhall be the dili- 
gent, pleaſing care of my life, to 
contribute all I can towards both. 


Tom, MADAM, 
your moſt affetionate Huſband, 
and moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


Po We * 
* > » 


| N 8 
Alder manbury, Jan. 8 
22. 1744-5. 


Obadiah Hughes. 
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2 SAM, XII. 22, 23. 


And he ſaid, while the child was 
yet alive, I faſted and wept ; 
for T aid, who can tell, whe- 
ther God will be gracious to me, 
that the child may live? But 

now he is dead, wherefore ſhould 
T faſt? can I bring him back 
again? I ſhall go to him, but 
he ſpall not return to me. 


MA this day adopt the words of 
Job, and ſay unto you in his mourn- 
ful language; have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ye my friends, for the hand of 
GOD hath touched me : * Tam the man that 


bave ſeen a NMiction by the rod of his wrath b: 


a moſt defirable and delightful relative he 
has removed into ſilence; dear, I imagine, 
as an own child; one, whom I loved as 

B my 


Job Nix. 21. b Lam, iii. 1. 
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2 Comfort and counſel under the 


my own ſoul ! a dreadful wound is given to 
me; I feel the ſmarting anguiſh, and I 
cannot but mourn, Tears and ſorrow 
upon ſuch affliftive occaſions are both na- 
tural, and allowable : the grand concern 


of a chriſtian is to moderate his forrows, | 


and keep his paſſions under the reſtraints 
of reaſon and religion; that they may not 
be exorbitant, or betray him into any 


indecencies of conduct, to the diſhonour of 


God, and the diſcredit of his profeſſion. 
IT is highly proper therefore at ſuch 


melancholy ſeaſons, to meditate upon thoſe 


conſiderations, which have the moſt likely 
tendency to blunt the edge of the afflic- 


tion, and to reconcile us to the awful 


providence. Our pious friends departed 
do not need our tears; but we need all the 
comforts we can get, to ſupport us under 
the loſs of them: and, bleſſed be Gap, 
there is a large variety of arguments,. to 
relieve our mourning ſpirits, to be found 
in the ſacred writings ; which contain a 
rich treaſure of divine conſolations, adapted 
to the ſeveral kinds of ſorrow, to which 
we are liable in the preſent imperfect 
ſtate. | 
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ſickneſs or death of pious friends. 3 


Tur words I have now read are full of 


comfort and counſel, in two very afflictive 


ſcenes of ſorrow, viz. the /ickneſs or ex- 
pected death of our dear friends - and their 
actual remove from us. And we may learn 
from pious David's example, how to be- 
have in both thoſe ſeaſons of diſtreſs. For 


though the dire# view of this paſſage is to 


children, and the conduct of parents; yet 
there is nothing ſo particular herein, but 
what will allow a more extenſive conſide- 
ration of the words, as referring to the 
ſickneſs and death of our chriſtian friends, 
and pious relatives in general. 

IT will not be amiſs to give a brief ab- 
ſtract of the hiſtory, to which theſe words 
belong. 

KING David, who, in the general con- 
duct of his life, was @ man after God's own 
heart; to whom Gop himſelf bore this 
teſtimony, my ſervant David kept my com- 
mandments, and followed me with all his 
heart, to do that ouly which was right in 
mine eyes; yet even he had a notorious 
fall into complicated and horrible fin, | 
Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed 

„ leſt 


'* Sam. xili. 14. Acts xiii, 22. 1 Kings xiv. 8. 
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4 Comfort and counſel under the 
left he fall ! © There was a very dark 
ſpot in his character, and aggravated guilt 
had he contracted : one falſe ſtep led to 
another, and the unhappy frail prince was 
at once betrayed into adultery and murder. 
What a fine character was his! he did that 
which was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and turned not afide from any thing, that he 
commanded him all the days of his life ; what 
a pity there ſhould be an exception here! 
but yet ſo there was, and a moſt ſhameful 
one too; it follows, ſave only in the matter 
of Uriah the Hittite *, This is the un- 
happy fa&, that lays the foundation of the 
whole ſtory, to which the text relates. 
DAY ID had committed adultery with 
Bathſheba the wife of Uriah, when her 
huſband was in the army, as far off as the 
country of the Ammonites, and was not 
expected back till the end of the campaign. 
Bathſheba proved with child. If this ſhould 
be diſcovered to have been in the abſence 
of her huſband, and that the King was 
the man who had offered the injury; it 
would turn to his ſhame, and might poſ- 
ſibly (as in ſome caſes) hazard his crown. 
David 


5-00 3. 3; © I Kings xv. 5. 
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ſickneſs or death of pious friends. 5 


David hereupon ſends to Joab, the ge- 


neral of his forces, to tranſmit him an 
account of the ſtate of the army, by the 
hands of Uriah : the King's command is 
obſerved ; but Urtah, defeating his deſign, 
is directly remanded to the army; and 
David ſends a letter by him to Foab, with 
orders, that Uriah ſhould be ſtationed in 
ſome hot place of action, and be there 
abandoned to the enemy, that he might 
be ſmitten and die in battle. The cruel 
order is executed, the wicked project ſuc- 
ceeded, and Uriah is murdered. Joab 
ſends the account by expreſs to David; 
he receives the news with ſecret fatisfac- 
tion : though the king's forces had ſuſ- 
tained a very great loſs; yet all was well, 
ſince Uriah was out of the way : Bath- 


ſheba mourns for her huſband a while; 


and as ſoon as the days of mourning were 
over, David ſends for her to his palace, 
and makes her his wife. 


THe revenge of Uriah, and the damage 
the king might have ſuſtained thereby, 
was prevented by Uriab's death; but the 
crime could not be concealed, by reaſon of 


the birth of the child ſo ſoon after mar- 
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6 Comfort and counſel under the 


riage. N. Thoſe who will be guilty 
of fin, muſt expect to meet with ſhame; 
they may be ſure their fin will find them 
out. But this was not the worſt part 
of the caſe; no: the thing, that David had 
done, diſpleaſed the Lord. Gop ſaw theſe 
fins in David his ſervant : he charges the 
guilt of them upon him, and is extremely 
offended with him: Nathan the prophet 
is ſent by Gop, to bring David to a ſenſe 
of his complicated crimes; and to acquaint 
him, in what way he muſt expect to feel 
the divine reſentment. 

DA becomes a true penitent ; the 
LI* pfalm, which he penned on this oc- 
caſion, repreſents him as ſuch in a very 
affecting light: Nathan, finding him in 
this humble frame, aſſures him, in the 
name of Gop, that the Lox p had ſo far 
put away his fin, as that he ſhould not 
himſelf die for it: howbeit, becauſe, by this 
deed, great occaſion was given to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaſpheme, and much diſho- 
nour was done to religion, the child that is 
born unto thee ſhall ſurely die*. The meſ- 

_ ſage 


Numb. xxxii. 23. 


2 Sam. xi. 27. 
C 2 Sam. xli. 13 14. 


AF 


ſickneſs or death of pious friends. 7 


fage being delivered, Nathan immediately 
withdraws from court, and leaves the king 
to his own reflections. The new-born 
babe is ſeized with ſickneſs; David hum- 
bles himſelf under the mighty hand of Gop, 
is greatly affected with this token of Gop's 
diſpleaſure, and earneſtly begs the child's 
life. His prayer is rejected, and be child 
died on the ſeventh day, 1. e. when it was 
ſeven days old. The king having diſco- 
vered ſo much concern during the child's 
illneſs, his courtiers were afraid to acquaint 
him of its death; and concealed it as long 
as they could; till at length they were 


obliged, in anſwer to his explicit queſtion, 


to ſay, he is dead. 
DD receives the notice with a moſt 


amazing calmneſs and compoſure of ſpirit : 


he immediately forbears any further expreſ- 
ſions of ſorrow, applies himſelf to religious 
exerciſes, goes into the houſe of the Lord, 
no doubt, to acknowledge the hand of 
Gop in his affliction, to humble himſelf 
for his ſins, to aſk God's pardon, and im- 
plore grace and ſupport under his preſent 
trial —-NN, Religious exerciſes give the beſt 


relief | 
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0 


8 Comfort and counſel under the 


relief to a good man, when his heart is 
overwhelmed with ſorrow : he goes to the 
rock that is higher than himſelf * ; there he 
finds a ſure refuge and ſhelter from all 
ſtorms and dangers, 
DAVID next returns to his own houſe, 
appears eaſed of his burden, eats and drinks, 
and refreſhes himſelf, to the great ſurprize 
of all his ſervants : who take the liberty to 
aſk their royal maſter, the reaſons of this 
different behaviour. He gives his anſwer 
in the words of the text, which contain a 
plain account of his conduct, viz. * That 
« while the child was living, he thought 
“ himſelf bound earneſtly to importune 
% Gor's favour towards it; for though 
« Nathan had ſaid, the child ſhall ſurely 
« die; yet, for ought David knew, the 
* threatening might be conditional, and 
that, upon his humble penitent appli- 
cation to Gop, he might obtain the 
« reverſing of the ſentence ; who can tell, 
«© whether Gop will be gracious to me, 
© that the child may live? But now 
ce the child was actually dead, and there 
* was no further room for prayer in it's 
cc he. 


Pl. ki. 2. 


| ſickneſs or death of pious friends, g' 
behalf, he thought it his duty to be ſa- 
tisfied with the divine diſpoſal, and to 
e acquieſce in the will of Gop ; and he 
« ſuggeſts ſeveral ſerious thoughts, which 
<« helped him thus to compoſe his ſpirits.” 
THr1s is the ſhort view of the whole 
ſtory: the words of the text conclude it; 
and we may learn from David's example, 
how to behave, both when our dear rela- 
tives and friends are fic, and when any 
of them dies. For though, as T'hinted 
before, the direct view of this paſſage is to 


A 


A 


children, and the conduct bf parents; yet 


it may be extended to the ſickneſs and 


"A death of our pious friends 1 in genera! 


8 I Lx x us view David's conduct du- 
ring the ſickneſs of the child; he be- 
ſought Gor for the child, and faſted, 
and lay all ni gü. pon the earth, and 


wept 


IN David's caſe, now before us, there 
was indeed ſomething fingular : the child 
was begotten in adultery ; and a great part 
of David's concern muſt be ſuppoſed to 
turn upon his own ſin, which he could 

C plainly 
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10 Comfort and counſel under the 


plainly read in his puniſhment : the ſick- 
neſs and death of this child was denoun- 


ced, as a. ſure token of Gop's diſpleaſure | 


againſt David; which the penitent king 
does now moſt tenderly relent. The 
thoughts of this drew from him floods of 
tears, and put him upon all the forms of 
grief that he could uſe, made him lie pro- 
ſtrate upon the ground, faſting and pray- 
ing, under the mighty hand of Gop lifted 


up againſt him, that Gop would turn 
from his anger, and ſpare the child, Which 


would be a pleaſing token of Gopy's being 


reconciled to him. David's expreſſions of 


grief proceeded not altogether from a natu- 


ral, but alſo from a fpiritual and religious 2 


principle; his tears were penitential ; they 
ſhewed the fervour of his ſoul in prayer; 


how much affected he was with the 


alſo, how earneſtly deſirous he was, that 


the page: innocent child might not die for 


his fi. -. 
Tn ESE were the dies which perhaps 


principally, made David thus faſt and weep I 
and pray before Gop ; but though there was 
ſome- * 


ſomething particular in this caſe; yet his 


in- behaviour in the main is to be imitated. 

ure ARE any of your children, any of your 
ing dear relatives, ſick near unto death? En- 
The quire wherefore Gop does thus contend 
of with you. See, whether this is not by way 
3 of of puniſhment for your faults, that Gop 
pro- A corrects you in your children, or friends: 


ay- perhaps you are too fond of your chil- 
fted Z dren, and ſo in danger of ſpoiling. them; 
urn in this. caſe, they are too great a charge to 
hich be intruſted with you: —perhaps you 
eing are too negligent of them; and ſo it is too 
ns % great a favour to be indulged to you : ----it 


atu- may be, through your fondneſs or neglect, 


gious they may prove heart-cutting ſorrows to 
they 2 you in their advancing years; and then it 
yer; is a mercy to have them removed, both 

the upon their account, and your own too. 
and As chriſtian parent would much rather fol- 


that lou his child to the grave, than ſee him 


grow up an enemy to Gop and religion, 
voain and trifling, immerſed in the follies 
rhaps of this periſhing world, altogether regard- 
\ weep leis of his ſoul, and the everlaſting concerns 
e Was of a future ſtate : a conduct, which allows 
(ome- no room to expect to meet his child with 
| C2 comfort 
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comfort at the bar of Gop ! How do ſome 
pious parents go mourning all their days 
under this heavy burden! eſpecially, when 
they ſee reaſon to reflect upon themſelves, 
as having been acceſſory thereto, by their 
own neglect, in educating. their children, 
or by giving them a bad example, or, by an 


extravagant fooliſh indulgence of them to 


their ruin: this laſt is, by miſtake, called 


fondneſs ; but, in truth, it is an inſtance bf 


the moſt cruel barbarity : ——once more, 
perhaps your children, or dear relatives, 
take up too great a ſhare in your affections, 
employ your conſtant thoughts, engroſs 
your hearts, and ſo leave the leſs for Gop : 
it is fit ſuch rivals ſhould be removed out 
of the way. 

SER10Us reflections upon theſe things, 
when children or friends are fick, put 
good parents and relatives upon retiring, 
and humbling themſelves before Gop ; un- 
der the apprehenſion, that he is about to 
remove from them their dear delights, the 
defire of their eyes, and their moſt valua- 


ble creature-comforts —— they 7aſt and 
And then, | 


- 


THEY 


ſickneſs or death of pious friends. 13 
Tux likewiſe pray to God in behalf of 


their ſick children or friends. David be- 
ſought Gor for the child. 


N. Wu children, or friends, are 
fick, it is the beſt thing we can do for 
them, to carry them to Gop by prayer, 
to ſpread their caſe before him, and to 


recommend them to his grace and 
mercy. Thus did David. 


1. HE prays for the life of the child; 
that the ſickneſs might not be unto death. 
But in this petition he 1s not peremptory ; 
how he ordered his prayer, we may gather 
from his own words, who can tell, whe- 
ther Gop will be gracious to me, that the 
child may live? This expreſſion plainly de- 
notes the ſubmiſſion of his mind; he does 
not pretend to inſiſt upon it; he does not 
ſay, Give me the child's life, or elſe I die ©; 
no: but he carries the affair to Gop, he 
ſpreads the caſe before the throne of grace, 
there he leaves it, and let the LORD &o 
what ſcemeth good in his fight *, With this 

| reſigned 


© Gen. XXX, I, d x Sam, iii, 18, and 


Thr. zin. 13. 
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reſigned frame ſhould all 7emporal bleſſings, 
all creature-comforts be aſked at the hands 
of Gop; and we ſhould be prepared, ei- 
ther to have them, or to be without them, 
as an infinitely wiſe and good: Gon, the 
ſupreme governor of the world, ſees fit. 
WuI Ls r our beloved relatives are living, 
it is our duty to pray for the continuance 
of their lives; eſpecially, when they are 
threatened by ſickneſs, or any other cir- 
cumftances of hazard and danger; for who 
can tell, whether Gop will. be gracious to 
us? We have leave given us, to be earneſt. 
with Gop in prayer for particular bleſ- 
ſings; and we may be encouraged herein 
from a confidence in his power and general 
mercy, though we have no particular pro- 
miſe to build upon. We cannot be ſure 
we ſhall obtain our defire, yet let us pray, 
for. abo can tell but Gon: will hear our 
prayers; and give us an anſwer of peace. 
In the caſe of ſickneſs, the prayer of faith 
has often prevailed : while there is life, 
there is hope; and while there is hope, 
there is room for prayer; and we ought to 
be found in the practice of this duty, eſþe- 


cially at ſuch ſeaſons; Gop then expects 
| to 
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to hear from us, and has encouraged our 
free applications, by baving faid, call upon 
me in the day of trouble, I ll deliver thee, 
and thou Hal. glorify me *, 

2. IT is to be ſuppoſed, that David alſo 
prayed in favour of the child ; that if God 


did nat ſee fit to ſpare it's life, be would 


take it to himſelf. 

Ov x ſick or dying friends ſhould be thus 
recommended by us to the mercy of Gop ; 
it is a piece of kindneſs we owe them ; and 
it 1s a way. in which we may help them, 
when there is no other way of ſhowing our 
love, or of helping them, left, There is 
no doubt, but. David was concerned for 
the eternal welfare of hischild in the future 
world, if God would not prolong it's life 
in this : for though David had not fo clear 
light of the next ſtate of exiſtence, as we 
under the goſpel are favoured with; yet he 
certainly had the faith of another life, 

and perhaps exceeded moſt of the o/d- 
teſtament ſaints in the extent of his know- 
ledge about it: ſeveral paſſages in the book 
of Pſalms cannot be well underſtood, with- 

Pl. 1, 16. CS 
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16 Comfort and counſel under the 
out ſuppoſing them to refer to a ſtate of 
happineſs in the world to come. 

Goop chriſtians will do what they can, 
to aſſiſt their children and friends in their 
beſt concerns; will help them forward in 
the way to heaven, all they are able: and 
when they can no longer keep them ; but 
He, who has the beſt right in them, calls 
them away, they will give them up to 
Gor, and by prayer recommend them 


to his mercy, borrowing language from the 


expiring redeemer, Father, into thy hands 
we commend their ſpirits *. We may add, 
3. IT isreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Da- 
vid, upon this occaſion, gave himſelf to 
prayer, as the beft means he could uſe, in 
order 70 bring his own ſpirit more entirely 
into a placid ſubmiſſion to the will of GOD, 
whatever ſhould be the event 1 _ Provi- 
dence. : | 
I MAKE no aldfitori; but David, on 


this occaſion, ſignified his earneſt deſire to 


have his ſoul wrought into a reſigned 
frame; that how much ſoever he wiſhed 
the child's life, yet, that he might mw 
roughly acquieſce in the will of God, 


* 
f Luke xxiii. . 
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caſe he ſaw fit to determine the matter 
otherwiſe. The beſt method we can take, in 
order to be prepared for approaching evils, 
is to commit the cafe to Gop, beg him 
to direct and order it as he fees fit, and then 
be quiet, eaſy, and reſigned, while we 
expect the event; and to ſubmit without 
reluctance, if Gop determines it in a way 
contrary to our hopes: we haved done our 


duty, and ſo ſhould be compoſed. 


INFERENCE. 


Wr may learn from this example of 
David, whither to apply ourſelves, in 
caſes of ſickneſs, either of ourſelves, or 
our dear friends; namely, to Gop: he is 
the great phyſician of body, as well as of 
ſoul, the Gop who healeth; he killeth and 
he maketh alive; there is no ſickneſs or diſ- 
eaſe upon any particular perſon, but what 


is ſent by Gop; it cannot be removed with- 


out his leave; it cannot continue beyond 
the limits of his commiſſion, We ſhould 
therefore call upon him in the day of trouble ; 
our. eyes ſhould be unto the LORD, as 
knowing, that from him cometh our help, 
This is our certain duty: but let me here 

D Ss - 
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add, we are not to neglect the uſe of 
means; a dangerous extreme, which ſome. 
fooliſhly run into! means are appointed 
and provided by the Gop of nature, for the 
ſupport of our bodies, the ſecuring our 
Health, and relieving our infirmities; and 
we can expect Gop's bleſſing only in the 
regular uſe of means: we muſt thankfully 
uſe the helps we can procure, but muſt not 
reſt in them; always remembering, that no 
means can kindly operate without Gop's 
bleſſing; and that the moſt able phy ſicians 
are of no value, unleſs he directs them to 
proper methods, and afterwards, by his 
bleſſing, makes the means ſucceſsful. — I 
cannot better expreſs my great regard for 
the learned gentlemen of the faculty, than 
by wiſhing they may at all times have a 
ſerious ſenſe of this on their hearts ; 
and may find themſelves exceedingly be- 
neficial to their fellow-creatures, thro' the 
the divine bleſſing upon their endeavours ! 


—It was not Aſa's crime, that he ſought to 


the phyſicians ; in this he was right, this 


was his duty: but his fin lay here, that he 1 


ſought ny to them, he reſted entirely 
upon 


— I —ũ— : — en 


nr Des 2 
1 © ax. + io 3 aan —_—_ 


ME Ln =” 2 : . . 0 F 
I T7 A - a. OS ox ac * 


ſickneſs or death F pious friends. 19 


upon their ſkill, depended ſolely upon their 


help, and ſo sou NOT #9 the Lok D-; 
he left Gop quite out of the queſtion, and 
expected that relief from the phyſicians, 
which God's bleſſing alone could afford. 


$ II. LET us view David's behaviour, 
after the child was actually dead. 


THERE was a marvellous change in the 
king's conduct; it aſtoniſhed the whole 
court; he had taken on and mourned ſo 


much, while the child lay ill, that they 


expected he would have utterly ſunk under 
the death of it: — but it is quite the re- 
verſe, The matter was now concluded; 
the child was dead, and fo out of the reach 
of prayer, | 
THe primitive ſaints knew nothing of 
praying ſouls out of purgatory ; they 
were abſolute ſtrangers to any ſuch ſtate, 
or place: this is a gainful invention of 
much later times, and brings in ſo much 
profit to the clergy of the Romiſh church, 


that they will ſcarce ever give up the doc- 


trine, as long as they can be ſo liberally 
paid for maſſes and prayers for the ſouls af 
D 2 the 


t 2 Chron, xvi. 12. 
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the deceaſed. — But this by the bye. — 
Gop had fignified it to be his will and 
pleaſure, that the child ſhould die ; Da- 
vid had nothing now to do, but to bend 
his mind to the will of Gop, to acquieſce 
in the appointment of providence, and to 
ſubmit without murmuring or complaint. 
And truly the good king ſeems to be in a 
lovely frame, to have the full poſſeſſion of 
his own ſoul: and though his paſſions and 
affections were all afloat, yet his reaſon 
keeps the aſcendant, and he behaves like a 
hero in religion. He found himſelf much 
affected and grieved ; and ſo he endeavours 
to reaſon his mind into a calm and ſilent 
compoſure, by advancing ſeveral conſidera- 
rations, which might check immoderate 
grief, and keep him from acting an inde- 
cent part, upon this melancholy occaſion ; 
now he is dead, wherefore ſhould J faſt ? 
can I bring him back again? T ſhall go to 
him, though he ſhall not return to me. At- 
tend, ye children of ſorrow, and learn 
from the king of ael, to dry up your 
tears, and to ſooth your fpirits into a pla- 
cid ſubmiſſion to your afflicted circum- 
ſtances ! 
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HERE is a variety of arguments couched 
in theſe few words; let us diſtinctly conſi- 
der them, 

1. DAVID ſuppreſles exorbitant grief, 
upon occaſion of his child's death, from the 
unreaſonableneſs of it; now the child is dead, 
wherefore ſhould I faſt, or continue weep- 
ing ? 

W. paſſions grow boiſterous, and 
are not under the controul of reaſon, there 
can be nothing but ſad diſorder and confu- 
ſion in the ſoul; the affections and actions 
will all be irregular in ſuch à ſituation, 
We ſhould therefore endeavour, in our 


patience, ſo to poſſeſs our ſouls, as under 
any heavy ſtroke, ſtill to conſider, where- 


fore ſhould I be thus affected with this 


proyidence ? is there a ſufficient reaſon to 
juſtify my grief? is there not cauſe to mo- 
derate my ſorrows? and, when I weep, 
ſhould it not be, as though I wept not; if 
I ſhould be called in queſtion for the ruffle, 
and tumultuous diforder of my ſoul this 
day, can I give a ſatisfactory account? 
have I ſuch a reaſon to offer, as will vin- 
dicate me from all blame ? 


Trrs 
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THr1s is the beſt method we can take 
with ourſelves, to quell the paſſions, and 
to prevent or ſuppreſs diſorderly emotions 
of foul, in times of ſorrow : and this is 
what every good man ſhould endeavour to 
do. But all good men are not in the ſame 
good temper at all times. David, who 
behaved in ſo exemplary a manner, upon 
the death of this child, run into an extra- 
vagant exceſs of ſorrow upon the death of 
Abſalom : could one imagine, that he who 
now ſays, wherefore ſhould J faſt ? that he, 
who is now convinced, how unfit and un- 
reaſonable exceſs of ſorrow is; ſhould, 
upon that occaſion, vent his paſſionate grief 
in ſuch ſtrong expreſſions of lamentation, 
O my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my fon Abſa- 
lom; would Gop I had died for thee, O 
Abſalom, my for, my ſon *'! The good 
king, as matters then ſtood, ſhould have 
thanked Gop for the deliverance of h:m- 
felf and his faithful ſubjefts from the ruin 
intended them ; and inſtead of this exceſs 
of ſorrow, ſhould rather have ſaid, where- 


fore ſhould J weep ? —— this ſon was in 
actual rebellion, and ſought the life of his 
father; 


2 Sam, xviii. 33. 
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father ; Gop had now glorified himſelf in 
the deſtruction and puniſhment of a wicked, 
diſobedient and unnatural child, Was it 
fit, David ſhould be ſo grieved and diſtreſ- 
ſed as he was? Joab very juſtly remon- 
ſtrated againſt the king's conduct, as un- 
reaſonable and unſeemly ; and ſo David 
himſelf would have thought at another 
time. Nor do I know any apology can be 
made for David, unleſs it be this; that his 
heart was overwhelmed, becauſe his ſon 
was cut off in the midſt of his fins, and 
there was not the leaſt ground to appre- 
hend his eternal ſtate was fafe. And 
indeed, it muſt be allowed to be a moſt 
cutting thought to tender parents, and 
affectionate relatives, to ſee their wicked 
friends or children ſnatched out of the 
world in the full career of fin and vice ; 
and no reaſon to expect to meet them with 
comfort at the bar of Gop. A dread- 
ful caſe this! —but even here it becomes 


us, either with Aaron to hold our peace * , 


and with David to be dumb, and not open 
our mouths, becauſe Gop has done it!: or, 
if we cannot keep ſilence upon ſo fad an 
OCCa- 

k Levit, x. 3. Pal. xxxix. 9. 
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occaſion, we may caſe our burthened 
minds in the language of good old Eli, 
when Samuel diſcovered to him the judg- 
ment Gop had denounced againſt his 
houſe; If is the LORD, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good w. 

IT muſt be owned indeed, that this is a 
circumſtance peculiarly pungent ; and the 
mourning parent or friend will be ready to 
fay, 7s there not a cauſe? is there not a 
ſufficient reaſon to mourn, when my dear 
child, or dearer friend, is not only taken 
from me, ſo that I ſhall ſee his face no 


more in this world; but alſo, I ſhall never 


ſee him with joy in the next, and muſt 
hope not to be with him, where I fear he 
18. Some allowance ſurely muſt be 
made for great tenderneſs in ſuch a condi- 


tion of ſorrow ! —— But, in the caſe of 


good children and pious friends departed, 
we ought to ſay, wherefore ſhould we weep ? 
and ſhould affect our minds with a ſenſe 


of the unreaſonableneſs of exceſſive ſorrow 


on ſuch occaſions. 
Dol grieve, as finding fault with the pro- 
vidence of GOD? Jonab, in a fit of paſſion, 
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and reſentment againſt Gop, ſaid, I do well 
fo be angry, even unto death” : but he 
knew not what he ſaid. Has not Gop 4 
right to do what he will with his own? Did 
he give us our friends, and may he not 
at pleaſure remove them? are they not 
more properly bis than ours? He has 
done me no wrong ; Wherefore then 
ſhould I mourn ? Beſides ; does 
not God know what is fif to be done, bet- 
ter than I do? can infinite wiſdom do an 


improper thing? or am I yain enough to 


think, it would have been better, had it 
been according to my mind, and my friend 
had continued to live ? It was a blaſphe- 
mous ſaying of Alphonſus the X. king 
of Caſtile ; That if he had been by, when 
«© Gop made the world, many things 
* ſhould have been ordered in a better and 
« more elegant manner. Thus, I fear, 
many are fooliſh enough to imagine, that 
in ſome inſtances, they could govern and 
direct human affairs better than the great 
Gop does; and truly this is inſinuated to 
E | be 

» Jon. iv. o Si in principio mundi ipſe 


Deo adfuiſſet, moulta melius ornatiuſq; eſſent con- 
denda: Or, as Rederic Sanctius relates it, Si a 


principio creationis humanz Dei altiſſimi conſilio in- 
terfuifſet, nonnulla melius, ordinatiuſq; condita fu- 


iſſe. Hit. Hiſpan, Part. 4. c. 1. 
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be the ſecret thought of the mind, when 
under affliction it indulges immoderate for- 
row, Again ; can infinite goodneſs do 
an unkind thing? though I feel my loſs, 
yet I may be aſſured, that what Gop has 
done, in removing my beloved friends into 
another world, is all for the beſt. As they 
truly loved and ſerved Gop, fo they were 
dear to him; and out of affection to them, 
he ſhortened their days on earth, that they 
might ſooner be delivered from temptations 
and troubles, and be put in poſſeſſion of 
complete felicity. They have made their 
eſcape from a dangerous and tumultuous 
world, and are now af reſt with Gon. 
However deſirous they might have been 
of longer continuance here, out of love to 
their dear friends, whom they are lothe to 
leave; yet they are now thoroughly pleaſed 
with what Gop has done: their remove is 
to their everlaſting advantage, and they are 
now unſpeakably more happy, than they 
could ever have expected ; they rejoice, and 
wherefore then ſhould we mourn? will not 
this be a ground of ſuſpicion, that we love 
ourſelves better than them? or, that we 
have a jealouſy about their preſent circum- 
ſtances! ? * firſt is not generous, and the 


latter 
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latter is invidious, and implies a tacit re- 
flection upon their character. The primi- 
tive chriſtians were wont to ſing trium- 
phant pſalms at funerals, to ſhew the high 
hopes they had of their departed friends. 
And certainly, if we ſincerely love our 


friends, and have a good opinion of them, 


as thorough real chriſtians ; we ought ra- 
ther to rejoice than to mourn, when Gop 


advances them to the glories and happineſs 


of the heavenly ſtate : and this, without 
doubt, is the happy caſe of all Cor” 8 


faithful diſciples; the very day they die, 


they are with CHRIST in paradiſe”. 
WELL then; if, in the remove of our 

pious friends, Gop has done what his infinite 

wiſdom judged beſt and fitteſt ; and they 


* themſelves are fully pleaſed with what Gop 
has done; ſurely there is reaſon to aſk the 


queſtion, wherefore ſhould we mourn ? all 
extravagant grief ſhould be ſuppreſſed as 
unreaſonable and abſurd. 

2. DAVID conſiders the Fruitliſineſs 


of exceſſive ſorrow ; and from hence argues 


himſelf into compoſure. It would anſwer 
no purpoſe, with reſpe& to the deceaſed 
child, let David faſt and weep ever ſo long: 
05 "ia 3 can 
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can I bring him back again? he puts it in 
the form of a queſtion, which enhances 
the negation ; can 1? no: I know all my 
tears, ſighs and intreaties will be ineffec- 
tual to bring bim back again, now he has 
once ſhot the gulph ; his eternal ſtate 
is fixed, and he ſhall be ſeen here no 
more: to what purpoſe then ſhould I 
weep and faſt, and protract the expreſſions 
of my grief? 

Wren our chriſtian friends have once 
paſſed through death, they ſhall reviſit our 
world no more; their ſun is ſo ſet, as ne- 
ver more to riſe here below : we may ruffle 
and diſcompoſe our ſpirits, kick and ſpurn, 
and fret like a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke ; and by this means loſe all the 
reliſh of the comforts of life, which 

- ſtill remain to us, and unfit ourſelves for 
the duties of life; but all to no purpoſe, 
our tears are ſhed in yain, our wiſhes and 
prayers return into our own boſoms void: 


for, 
* PR ATR and the grave have neither 
* eyes nor ears d. 
Our friends departed are for ever 


gone from hence, their places ſhall know 
ö them 


Dr. Watts. 


ver 


ſickneſs or death of pious friends, 29 


them no more. The path of death 
can be trodden but once; there is no 
ſuch thing as ſtepping back; when Je- 
sus, who bas the keys of death, and 
of the inviſible world, ("adJvs) has let our 
pious friends into it, the door is for ever 
ſhut upon them ; they are made pillars in 
the temple of Gor, and ſhall go no more 
out”, Farewell then, my dear child, my 
affectionate wife, my beloved friend, theſe 
eyes of fleſh ſhall ſee thee here no more. 
—Affecting thought! what is the ſepa- 
ration to be eternal? are we ſo parted, as 


never to meet again ? oh no! Gop be 


thanked, this is not the caſe ! the ſepara- 
tion is only for a time, and a ſhort time 
too: for, ſays David, as a further conſi- 
deration to filence his grief, 

3. I. hall go to him, though he ſhall not 
return to me. The one is as certain, as the 
other ; he cannot come back; I muſt go 
to him. This thought of David carries in it 
ſeveral hints both of comfort and counſel, 
with reference to the death of our dear and 
pious friends: we may enlarge upon it in 
the following manner, 

| I. I 6HALL 


r Pfal. ciii. 16. © Eſt calcanda ſemel lethi via. 
Hor. * Veſtigia nulla retrorſum, id. Rev. ili. 12. 
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I. I 5HaALL go the ſame way, that my 
| deceaſed friends are already gone; and 
| ſhall, like them, return no more to 

this world: the awful change, which 
has paſſed upon them, does alſo await 
me. 


Ap is this the certain caſe, that I my- 
ſelf muſt alſo die, as others my dear re- 
lations have died already ! then, inſtead of 
lamenting their deaths, my main buſineſs, 
my grand concern, ſhould be to prepare 
for my own, 1 2 go to my dear friend, 
whoſe death at preſent greatly affects me; 
and her being now gone, 1s an alarm ta 
me, to put me in mind of going, and to 
excite a careful diligence in the work of 
preparation. In what poſture am I for 
« ſo awful a change? how ſtand matters 
« betwixt Gop and my ſoul? if Gop 
“ ſhould bid me die, am I prepared for 
6 heaven? or could I comfortably com- 


ee poſe myſelf to death, in hope of the 1 
* glory of Goy? could I meet this king 4 
ec of terrors without fear and amazement ? 
* and with chearfulneſs reſign my foul 
* into the hands of Gop?” At ſuch a 


juncture 
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juncture as this, our buſineſs is, not ex- 
| ceſſively to grieve for our pious friends, 
who are gone; but to get ready for our 


3 own going to the grave, the houſe appointed 
1 for all Iiving*. The death of every friend 
4 2M 


ſhould be regarded, as a memento mori, to 
put us in mind of our own mortality: our 
dear friends already deceaſed are only gone 
before, have got the ſtart of us a little, 
neither you nor I can expect to be long af- 
ter; the time of our departure is at hand; 
D it cannot be far of from any of us, and 
may poſſibly be much nearer to us all, 


q than we imagine; for when a few years at 
z maoſt are come, then we ſhall go the way, 
? RF whence we ſhall not return v. Is this the 
8 ceiertain caſe! ſhould we not then endeavour 
f | | to make the beſt proviſion we can for ſo 
* important an event? we ſee how death 
SZ tAſhoots his arrows round about us; ſome fly 
9 3 beyond us, the old are taken; ſome drop 
r Hort of us, and perſons younger than 
& 3 ourſelves, in the prime and pride, and 
E 4 


flower of life, are removed; ſome fly above 
S uus, our ſuperiors die, the kings and prin- 


1 ces, and mighty men, fall; others are ſhot 
5 below us, and men in lower circumſtances 
a 

| of 
re 


z Job xxx, 23. y Job xvi. 22, 
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of life give up the ghoſt, Well, all 
this tells me, that my turn will ſhortly 
come ; an arrow out of death's quiyet 
will ſoon ſtrike through my heart : let me 
then bring the matter home to my own 
ſpirit, by ſerious reflection upon my frailty 
and mortality. This would ſerve as a ſpur 
to greater diligence, and ſpeed in the 
chriſtian courſe; and is a much better 
way of being affected with the death of 


our friends, than indulging to grief on- 


the mournful occaſion. © Our chriſtian 
t friends departed have quite finiſhed their 
te ſtate of trial, they have entirely done 


te vyith this world, and all the concerns of 


« time, and are laid to ſleep in the ſilent 
e chambers of death; where there is no 
« work, no device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ- 
& dom; nothing to be done for their own 
te ſouls more: to the ſame place we our- 
te ſelves are haſtening ; the ſtroke might 
« have been levelled at me, as well as at 
te them, or inſtead of them; and for 
«© what I know, it may reach me next. 
e In the ſerious thoughts of this, I turn 


e myſelf to Gop, aſſuming the words of 


te the devout pſalmiſt, LORD make me 
& know mine end, and the meaſure of my 
days, 


2 Eccleſ. ix. 10. 
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« days, what it is? that I may know how 


« frail J am ſ teach me to number my 


« days, that I may apply my heart unto 
« ai dom. Would to Gop, the death 
of every friend might have this deſireable 
effect upon us | that we may fit looſer to 
this world, and be more exact in our pre- 


parations for the next, We ſhould con- 


ſider, that in every pious relative departed, 


« we have one attachment Jes to earth, 


e one argument more for heaven. ” ——A 


molt beautiful thought, perfectly juſt, and 


elegantly expreſſed} > Many of my godly 
friends are entered into eternity ; they 
Y cannot 


a Pf. xxxix. 4. and xc. 12. | 

> Vid. Dr. Colman's ſermon on. the death of Sa- 
muel Holden, Eſq; where the character of that wor- 
thy gentleman is given by extracts from his own let- 
ters; which contain ſome things inimitably grand 
and ſublime ; and give the portraiture of a holy, de- 
vout and heavenly ſoul, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
lively colours. p. 15. 

N. B. This ſermon vas preached at the publick 
Lecture in Boſton, New- England, Sept. 4, 1740, in 
the audience of his excellency the GOvERNoOR, the 
honourable the Council, and the Repreſentatives 
of the province of the Maſſac huſetts- Bay; and print- 
ed by their order, 

Such regard was paid to the memory of this great 
and good man in New-England ; and I wiſh every 


gentleman in Old-England were more like him, in a 


N Fegard to Gob and religion, 
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cannot be brought back again; neither 


ſhall they return to me : but in a little time 


f ſhall go to them; and then my eternal 
ſtate will, like theirs, be fixed, and I 
ſhall no more return into this world. A 
very important confideration this! let me 
improve it, by refleCting in the following 
manner, 

1. I sHALL not return, fo enjoy any of 
the comforts of this life. 

My dear friends departed are dead to 
theſe delights of the children of men ; 
what is all this world to them? I ſhall 
ſhortly be in like circumſtances ; and there- 
fore I will fit looſe to creature-enjoyments 
now; I will not ſet my affections on things 
on the earth ; nor ſuffer my ſoul to be en- 
tangled with any of the moſt agreeable 
things, I can here be poſſeſſed of: I will 
not ſet my heart upon ſuch an empty, vain 
world, which I muſt ſoon have done with 
for ever. The good things of the preſent lite, 


which Gop is pleaſed to give me, I will. 


thankfully uſe, as accommodations on my 
journey through this pilgrimage ſtate ; but 
ſtill my heart ſhall be ſet upon my hea- 
venly home, and I will {till be preparing 
TY | FE myſelt 


, 


—ͤ— * 
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myſelf for the more important, the ever. 
laſting bleſſings, which await me at my 
journey's end. 

2. I SHALL not return, to. le exerciſed 
with any of the affliftions of life. 

My deceaſed friends are got out of the 
reach of this world's ſorrows; death will 
ſhortly put a period to mine alſo; theſe 
things are not to laſt thus always; I will 
therefore make the beſt I can of them, and 
patiently ſubmit to whatever trials my hea- 
venly father ſees fit to exerciſe me with, — 
The proſpect of death affords the good man 
a noble ſupport under the afflictions of this 
life; he can ſee to the end of all his ſor- 
rows : but the wicked are left miſerable 
and comfortleſs, to the ſad impreſſions of 
worldly ſorrow, which worketh death : 
when they are ſtruggling with the diffi- 
culties of life, they can derive no comfort 
from the next world ; the thoughts of it 
are moſt dreadful ; their preſent troubles 


' are but the beginning of ſorrows ; in the 


future ſtate, a much more terrible and tra- 
gical ſcene will be opened ; and they ſhall 
drink the dregs of the cup of the LORD's 
wrath, which they now comparatively 

2 but 
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but lightly taſte of. Oh dreadful ſtate of 
the impenitent finner | but the good chri- 
ſtian, under the heavieſt preſſures, can 
fetch divine ſupports from the proſpects of 
a future glorious eternity. Heaven will 
make amends for all at laſt ; and the hopes 
of heaven may make us eaſy under all at 
preſent. 

3. I sHALL not return, 0 do any of 
the work and buſineſs of life. 

My departed friends have done the work 
of life; and my working-time will alſo 
ſoon be over; I will therefore make the 
moſt of my preſent time, and improve it 
to the beſt purpoſes. There is no recti- 
fying any miſtakes of life, in the caſe of 
thoſe who are already departed ; they ſhall 
not return to this world, their ſtate of 
trial is over : My time 1s alſo draw- 
ing towards a cloſe ; how careful ſhould I 
then be to ſpend it well! to finiſh the work, 
which Gop has given me to do, before my 
days on earth are ended! I will conſider 
myſelf as working for eternity, and will 
therefore, with all my might, and with- 
out any delay, apply myſelf "_ to uy 
work. 


Trvs 
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Tus may we profitably improve the 
conſideration, that we are to follow our 
friends into another world; that we ſhall 


go the way, which they are gone already, 


and which neither they nor we ſhall ever 
more return. But the expreſſion of 
David, with reſpe& to his deceaſed child 
hall go to bim] does not barely mean, 
that he ſhould follow him, go the ſame 
way, die as he did; it alſo ſuggeſts an 
argument of ſtrong conſolation, and may 
greatly abate our ſorrows, on account of 
our pious relatives deceaſed. 


II. I $HALL go 7 be with them, 
where they now are. 


On delightful thought ! what ſource of 
comfort is here! my dear deceaſed friends 
are not loſt, but only gone before ; I hope, 
with inconceivable raptures of joy, to meet 
them e're long in the regions of immortal 
bliſs ! and there we ſhall never be parted 
more! they are loſt ro us indeed at pre- 
ſent, but yet they are not ab/olutely loſt ; 
they have got the ſtart of us, reached 

| heaven 
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heaven before us: but it is to be hoped, 
that we are in the way to that bleſſed 
work) ; and ſhall ſhortly fee them there, 
dreficd in the garments of ſalvation, What 
tranſports of joy will then fill both us 
and them! Oh how vaſt muſt the mu- 
tual pleaſure of chriſtian friends be, when 
they meet in the heavenly world! it is im- 
poſſible to conceive the greatneſs of their 
joy, when they ſhall congratulate one 
another's ſafe arrival in the realms of glory, 
at an eternal remove from all fins and 
tnares, all dangers and troubles! when 
their happy ſouls ſhall relate the inſtances 
of divine grace, under the conduct of 
which they were carried ſafe through a 
dangerous world to a ſtate of conſummate 
felicity ; * though we ſhould not be able 
** ({ays one of the moſt judicious preachers 
© of this laſt age ©) as long as we live, 
to review former endearments without 
«© pathetical concern; yet there ſhall be 
a joyful meeting, when all tears ſhall 
be wiped away. And how grateful will 
ebe the ſurprize on both fides, to find 
one another ſo vaſtly improved, beyond 

« what 


© Dr. Evans, in a ſermin upon 2 Kings iv. 
20.- P. 23; 24 
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what the warmeſt affection could diſ- 
cover at the time of ſeparation! how 
chearfully will Zhey join together in the 
triumphs of heaven, who often united 
their prayers here to Gop in the hea- 


vens! how delightful zhe;r mutual con- 
verſe, who can fay, they have been 


mutual helps in the way to that world! 


though the loſs of ſuch a companion 
now may be a melancholy thought at 
parting, that re-union will make full 
amends, without the danger of another 
ſeparation. ”: 

I MAKE no doubt, but David comfort- 


ed himſelf with this thought, that his child 
was gone to heaven, and that he ſhould 
meet it there. The Old-Teſtament ſaints 
had the believing expectation of a ſtate of 
perfect bleſſedneſs hereafter ; though not 
ſo clear a diſcovery of it as the goſpel fur- 
niſhes us with. Chriſtian parents have full 
reaſon to conclude, with reference to 
their children who die infants, that it is 
well with their ſouls in the other world; 
for the promiſe is to believers and to their 
poſterity : in the original promiſe made to 


Abra- 


40 Comfort and counſel under the 


Abraham, the father of the faithful, in 


which all believers are intereſted, Gop en- 
gages 70 be a GOD unto thee and to thy 
ſeed® ; and, fays the apoſtle, Gop ig not 
aſhamed to be called their Gor, for he hath 
prepared for them a city*: fo that, by 
virtue of the cgvenant-relation between 
Gop and them, the infant-children of 
believers are entitled to the heavenly hap- 
pineſs, the city prepared for them, as well 
as the parents themſelves : and this pro- 
miſe, without doubt, will be made good 
to all the ſeed of believers, who do not, 
by their own actual fins, put a bar in the 
way ; which infants, who are not come 
to years of underſtanding, to know good 
and evil, are not capable of doing. Let 
chriſtian parents then be comforted, if 
Gop ſee fit to remove their infant-children 
from them ; and let them pleaſe themſelves 
with the hopes of meeting them again at 
Govy's right hand in glory. 

AND as to thoſe, our dear children or 
friends, who have grown up into life, and 
have choſen Gop for their Gor, we are cer- 
tain, that zo die to them is gain; their ſouls 

aſcend 
©. Cen. ü. 7. Hed. xi. 10. 
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aſcend to heaven, and are joined to the 
aſſembly of the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 


fe: wherefore then ſhould we weep *? 


we ſhould rather congratulate the happy 
alteration. of their circumſtances; —— a 


ſinfal, troubleſome world left behind ; — 
a ſtate of perfect holineſs, reſt and joy 


entered into: and if they make this bleſſed 
exchange in early liſe, though their rela- 
tives and friends, and the world too, ſuſ- 
tain the greater lo, yet it is much hap- 
pzer for them: they are ſooner at reſt ; let 
us rejoice in their gain. Dionyſius Lon- 
ginus, who was put to death by order of 
Aurelian the Roman emperor, cloſed life 
with theſe remarkable words; © This 
world is nothing, but a priſon ; happy 
<« therefore he, who gets ſooneſt out of it, 
< and gains his liberty.” How ſhould we 
then be pleaſed, when God, by death, en- 
larges godly friends. Was not /elf-love too 
« predominant; and our Faith of inviſible 
< realities too weak, we ſhould reorce at 
* a pious relatives admiſſion into the 


* ſociety of the bleſſed. We congratulate 


upon any petty advantages, gained in 
es | 46 this 
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this low ſtate of being; and again, we 
* mourn their advancement to the higheſt 
« degrees of honour and Felicity ; becauſe 
% out of our en. Suchi awkward and 
<< prepoſterons creatures are we“ 

LET us then try whether we cannot 
lay aſide /ejf-hve ; at leaft'fo far, as to en- 
joy a ſecret pleaſure: in the ſublime hap- 
pineſs of our deceaſed godly friends: eſpe- 
cially, as we ourſelves. are aſpiring after 
the /ame happineſs, . and hope e're long 
to meet them in our father's houſe 
above. ES ni onen 

I wisn to Gop, theſe conſiderations 
may come with full force upon all of us 
in every day of ſorrow! and may they 
help to ſuppreſs our grief, who are, in a 
particular manner, affected by that awful 
ſtroke of providence, which has given 
occaſion. for the preſent diſcourſe ! 

IT is too tender a point for me, to en- 
large upon the character of my dear de- 
ceaſed relative, from this place. I ſhall 
only ſay, that ſhe entered upon the ſtrict 
profeſſion of religion early; it was carried 

: AS 


* /1d. Dr. Colman, ut ſup. p. 14. 
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as an even thread through her whole life, 
and influenced her conduct in every re- 
lation of life. Her race was ſhort, but 


ſhe run it well: nor do I any more qui,. 


tion her being now happy in the hea- 


venly world, than I doubt my own preſent - 
exiſtence in this: my ſenſes aſſure me of 
the one; my faith, aſſiſted by my reaſon, 


as ſtrongly perſwades me of the other. 

I concLupt all in the borrowed 
words of that excellent chriſtian, referred 
to already; who, writing to a friend, 
upon the death of his daughter, expreſ- 
ſes himſelf in this admirable manner : 
My dear child is gone to reſt, and I hope 
* we ſhall ſoon meet in happineſs, Had 


e ſhe lived according to the courſe of a- 


cc 


ture, our ſeparation had been much 
longer.” [A thought peculiarly com- 
fortable to ſurvivors, who are got for- 
ward in life, under the loſs of friends, who 
are cut off in their younger years.] * She 
* 1s, 1 truſt, ſafely landed in the heavenly 
% Canaan; I am till upon the ſea, bat 
I hope not far from port. Hours, days 
62 * and 

* Via, Dr. Colman, ut ſup. p. 18. 
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and years preſs on, as the waves, and 


ſhortly we ſhall all be out of fight. 
May our motion be fwifter, the nearer 
we approach to the center of our hap- 


pineſs, our deſires more ardent, our 
preparations greater; that ſo an entrance 


may be adminiſtered more abundantly ta 
us into the everlaſting kingdom. 


| 
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UR pious friends depart, and die; 
Their abſence makes us grieve ! 


Their ſouls with JIEsos are in heaven; 
This thought ſhould us relieve ! 
IT. 
To us uo more they ſhall return, 
But we to them hall go; 


We hope to reach the heavenly world, 
And dwell with JE sus too, 


III. 


There glory ſits on every face, 

Love ſmiles in every eye; 
There ſhall our tongues relate the grace, 
* brought us ſafe on high. 


IV. 


Farewel, dear friend, a ſhort farewel, 
Till we ſhall meet again: 
Ne er to part more, but live like Gods, 
Though now we die like men, 


O bleſ- 


A HT X. 
SV 
O bleſſed ſoul, thy race was ſhort, 
And thou didſt run it well; 


Thy heaven is ſure, but what thy joys, 
No mortal man can tell ! 


VI. 


Dear ſoul, we leave thee to enjoy 
Thy JEsus, and thy Gop; 

Till we ſhall drop our cloaths of fleſh, 
And reach thy bleſt abode. 


VIL 


Come ſovereign LoRD, dear Saviour come, 
Remove theſe parting days; Ic\f1-2 
Send thy bright wheels to fetch us home ; ; 

That hour, how long it ſtays ! 
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Lies and CuaxAcrER. 


£ 


to dear Mrs. Iremonger, and the 

tender impreſſion her death has 
made upon me (which I expect to carry 
the ſenſe of to the grave) would not allow 
me to enlarge upon her amiable character 


from the pulpit: I did not dare to truſt 


myſelf in a public aſſembly upon fo 
moving a ſubject. But I think it a debt 
due to her precious memory ; a proper 
acknowledsment to the grace of Gop, 
both in her, and with her; and, I hope, 


it may be of much advantage to ſurviving 


relatives and friends, as well as to many 


others (eſpecially thoſe of the younger claſs) 


to 


HE Arche of my affection 


TOY 
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to ſee ſome ſeetches of a life from firſt to 
laſt truly religious, and very exemplary. 
SHE was the only daughter of the late 
Sir John Fryer Bart, by his ſecond Lady, 
the youngeſt daughter, of Sir Gabriel Ro- 
berts, formerly an eminent Turkey-Mer- 
chant, greatly honoured and eſteemed by 
all who knew him. In the year 1721 
Sir John Fryer was Lord-Mayor of the 
city of London; which high ſtation he 
greatly -adorned, and filled up with ho- 
nour ; and he deſervedly acquired, from 
men of all parties, the character of an up 
right and impartial magiſtrate, in the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice : -to which he added 
unwearied endeavours, to check the growth 
of wickedneſs, and to reform a diſſolute age. 
On the fab of June in this year Lady- 
Mayoreſs was delivered of twins, ao and 
a daughter. The ſon [baptized Gabriel] 
was removed by death in three weeks; the 
daughter [baptized Delicia] continued to 
live; but appeared to have ſo tender and 
weak a conſtitution, ſuch mala ſtamina 
vitæ, that it was ſcarce expected ſhe could 
ever be reared, 
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In 1723, on the faxteenth of Auguſt, it 


pleaſed Gop to remove Lady Fryer : from 
which time, agreeably to her mother's 
dying requeſt, the care of the child was 
by Sir John recommended to her aunt ; 
who readily undertook the precious charge: 


and through the bleſſing of Gop, was 


greatly inſtrumental, by an indefatiga- 
ble diligence, to preſerve her life, and by 
the moſt proper inſtruction, to form her 
mind to the love of virtue and religion : 
thus was ſhe her fr:zend for both worlds. 
This Mrs. Iremonger was very ſenſible of, 
and forward to acknowledge both /zving 
and dying, The important truſt was exe- 
cuted with a watchful care and an affec- 
tionate love, equal to that of the moſt 
tender mother. 

To ſay the truth, it was impoſſible not 
to be fond of her; ſo lovely a child was 
ſhe in her perſon, and ſo engaging in her 
whole manner ; every thing united in her, 
that was pleaſing and agreeable. 

As her mind gradually opened, ſhe 
diſcovered all along an extraordinary 
genius; ſomething above the common 
ſtandard of her age. She was always 
very deſirous of knowledge, and had 

Fl a lau- 
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a laudable inquiſitiveneſs; a ſure prog- 


noſtick of great proficiency | She would 
not remain ignorant for want of enquiry : 
and ſhe had a quickneſs of appreben/ion, that 
made her eaſily ſuſceptive of any new 
ideas: ſhe imbibed knowledge fo faſt, and 
with ſo much readineſs, that it was really 
a pleaſure to inſtruct her; and it afforded 
great delight, to ſee what quick improve- 
ments a well-diſpoſed mind is capable of. 
She was, beſides, bleſſed with a retentive 
memory, and a ſolidity of judgment, ſupe- 
rior to her years; to which, being added 
conſtant and unwearied application, no 
wonder her proficiency was conſiderable, 
to the admiration of all her friends : Such 
rich ſoil, ſo well cultivated, could ſcarce 


fail of producing a plentiful crop of the 


moſt delicious fruit! 

SHE ſoon became miſtreſs of any thing 
ſhe attempted, and would not willingly be 
conquered by appearing difficulties : not- 
withſtanding the frequent interruptions, 
which were occaſioned by illneſs, ſhe 
made a great progreſs in human and divine 
knowledge; and, like the infant Jzsvs, 
as ſhe grew in flature, fo ſhe increaſed in 


wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, and in favour with Gop and man“. 


She was indeed the darling and delight of 


all, who were well acquainted with her, 
and had an opportunity of obſerving her 
improvements and behaviour. 

SHE had always a particular reliſh for the 
Sacred Mritings, and converſed much with 
them. The Bible did not lie by her, as a 
neglected book; every day ſhe read more 
or leſs in it. From a child ſhe knew the 
holy ſcriptures; and regarded them, as 
what were able and deſigned to make her 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is 
in CHRIST JESUS ſhe all her days 
valued the word of Gop, as containing 
both the rule of our duty, and the charter 
of our hopes; repreſenting both what Gop 
requires of us, and what we may expect from 
him; according to this ſhe conducted her 
Hife, formed her temper, and regulated her 
faith, 

SHE very early diſcoyered a /er:ous ſenſe 
of religion, and a great deſire to approve 
herſelf to Gon, in the daily exerciſe of 
grace, and the ſteady practice of duty. She 


made a great and ſpeedy progreſs in the 


H 2 ſpiritual 


Luke ii. 52, d 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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ſbrritual and divine life; her love to Gon 
improving continually, together with eyery 
other grace and virtue. She remembered, 
that ſhe had been entered into covenant 
with Gop in her infancy, and always con- 
ſidered herſelf as his ſervant, bound to love 
and obey him: ſhe knew well her great 
obligations to the LorRD her maker, her 
preſerver, her conſtant benefafor, and her 
merciful redeemer : gratitude therefore, as 


well as duty, influenced her obedzence to 


Gop's commandments; which was not 
only ni form and entire, but alſo pleaſant 
and delightful. She made haſte and delayed 
not to keep Gop's commandments © : what- 
ever appeared to her, as matter of duty, 
ſhe moſt chearfully applied herſelf to 
the practice of it, without conferring with 


. fleſh and blood: and ſhe was very dili- 


gent in proving what was that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of Gop ®. 

Id conſequence hereof ſhe ſoon began to 
think of renewing her baptr/mal-covenant 
at the Lord's fable, and of remembering 
the death of her dear redeemer in the way 
of his own appointment, She thought her- 


elf 
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ſelf bound by her chriſtian profeſſion, to 
obſerve this ſacred in/{ztution of her LoRD 
and MasTER. [And by the bye, I muſt 
ſay, it is matter of much ſurprize to me, 
that any, who call themſelves by the name 
of CHRIST, can live in the allowed neg- 
lect of it.] With this deſign, and that 
ſhe might be duly prepared to be a wel- 
come guelt at that feaſt, ſhe carefully exa- 
mined what the ſcriptures ſaid in reference 
to this holy ordinance ; and ſhe peruſed 
ſeveral practical writings on the ſubject ; 
both to inform her judgment, and to enliven 
her affe&1ons, I took frequent opportuni- 
ties, when I heard of her defign, to con- 
verſe with her upon the head; and was 
greatly rejoiced to find, ſhe had both the 
juſteſt notions of the nature of the ordi- 
nance, and the /tronge/t diſpoſition to par- 
take of it; her head was well informed, 
and her heart was well inclined. 

I REMEMBER, with exquiſite pleaſure, 
what a ſerious, lovely frame of ſoul ſhe 
diſcovered at that time! and I cannot for- 
bear tranſcribing a few paſſages out of a 
letter, which ſhe conveyed to me, when 


ſhe had come to a reſolution to engage in 
this 
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this ſolemn affair; which ſhow the work- 
ings of her gracious heart, and how ſolli- 
citous ſhe was to be rightly qualified for 
what ſhe was undertaking, that ſo ſhe 
might be accepted by Gop in it.—“ I muſt 
*© own, after having read books on this 
© head, I have been afraid, I have not 
* been worthy to receive the Lok p's- 
« ſupper: the love to Gop, faith in 
« CHRIST, and the many other graces 
* required, I have found to be ſo cold in 
* me; my thoughts engaged ſo little upon 
t heavenly things, my repentance ſo 
« weak; that I have been ready to ſay, 
«« farely Gop will not accept. What has 
«« comforted me under theſe apprehenſions 
* has been, that my own merits avail 
* nothing, but it is through CHRIS T's 
«© merits I muſt be accepted; and that J 
hope it is my deſire to love Gop better, 
*© ——]1 take this ſacrament to be a great 

* means of obtaining ſtrength to perform 

„ duties and avoid fins: Satan will not 

e then have ſo much the power over me, 

© when | have given myſelf to the Logo; 
and I truſt, if I do it ſincerely, though 

“ with many weakneſſes, Gop will ac- 

% cept, 
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cept, and not ſuffer me to be drawn 
aſide, I do by this ordinance take the 
LoRp to be my Gop and Father; 
and do give up myſelf to him, as his 
child, devoted to his ſervice, reſolving 
to engage for Gop againſt the world; 
and I truſt he will not forſake me, 
while I keep faſt to him, I hope my 
chooſing in this ſolemn way to give up 
myſelf to Gop, is from a right princi- 
ple, and not for by-ends. It cannot, 
I think, be for the applauſe of this 
world; they will rather laugh at and 
deſpiſe me: but I hope, through Gop's 
grace, neither to let the ſmiles of the 
world tempt me, nor the terrors of it 
frighten me from keeping cloſe to Gop. 
And it is my deliberate choice; I cannot 
make a better ; there is not any thing in 
this world, that can ſatisfy an immortal 
ſoul, or ſtand one in any ſtead another 
day. The Chriſtian's life appears to me 
the moſt agreeable of any in the world ; 
they enjoy all the worldly man can, 
and infinitely more; they have nothing 


to allay their joy: when the worldly 
man has met with diſappointments in 
5 «Ute, 


and ſigned with her name. I am willing 
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life, all his joys are fled, he has nothing 


i „A: T 
* to ſupport him; but the chriſtian has y 
« all in his Gop he can defire, Sc. þ. 
Havins thus carefully counted the coſt, 
2 8 5 7 
and with ſerious deliberation thought over 4 
this important affair; ſhe came to the 8 
LoRD's table, December 4, 1737 ; when 1 
ſhe was in the middle way between „x- FE 


teen and ſeventeen years of age : thus early 
did ſhe e and erb e Gop : ſhe ſaw the 
reaſonableneſs of giving him her youth, 
her beſt and firſt days; and how fit it was 
betimes to bind her foul by a /acred vo to 
his ſervice, that ſhe might be better able 
to withſtand the enemies of her ſalvation, 
and overcome the temptations, which ſhe 
expected to meet with in the world. 
ABoUT this time of her / receiving the 
ſacrament of the LORD's-ſupper, ſhe drew 
up a ſolemn covenant-engagement, whereby | 
ſhe bound her ſoul to Gop in the ſtrongeſt e 
manner; it is in her own hand-writing, | 


to tranſcribe it, for the advantage of any 
young chriſtians; who, being influenced 
by ſo good an example, may be diſpoſed 
to an imitation, Oh would to Gop there 

might 
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might be many ſuch ! —This is a method, 
which has been often recommended by 
practical writers; and often uſed by /e- 
rious chriſtians with great advantage. They 
may then at any time review their en- 
gagements, and better impreſs them upon 
their minds. I have known thoſe, who 
before every ſacrament have read over 
their covenant-bond, and have ſolemnly de- 
clared, their continued reſolution to abide 
by it. I have reaſon to believe, that this 
was generally Mrs. Jremonger's practice. 


* On eternal God ! the creator and ru- 
e ler of the whole world! I bow before 
« thee with the loweſt reverence, I ac- 
“knowledge myſelf thy creature, thy 
property, made and ſupported by thee. 
I know myſelf to be a finful creature, 
involved in the apoſtacy of the human 
race, partaker of a corrupt nature, and 
prone to backſlide from thee. 
* I 81NCERELY lament the diſtance, 
which fin has occaſioned betwixt Gop 
and me: and, Log p, I admire thy rich 
grace, that thou haſt encouraged my 
hopes, and offered terms of reconcilia- 
I „tion, 
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<< tion, and declared thyſelf willing, thro' 
« JESUS CHRIST, to enter into covenant 
with ſinful duſt and aſhes, a revolted 
creature as I am, But ſuch is the 
ec mercy of Gop ! 

_« Lord, Imoſt thankfully and hum- 
<* bly accept thy gracious propoſal, and 
* would now enter into covenant with 
e the moſt high Gon. 

* I CALL heaven and earth to witneſs, 
e nay, I appeal to the all-knowing Go, 
the great ſearcher of hearts, that I am 
© ſerious and fincere in what I now do; 
* and that, with the higheſt ſatisfaction, 
« and full conſent of my ſoul, I now 
« yield myſelf to the LoRx : with great 
* ſhamel confeſs my ſins; with a broken, 
ce bleeding heart I declare my abhorrence 
« of them; I moſt heartily deteſt every 
ce falſe way; I hate fin with a perfect ha- 
« tred; and do now ſwear to Gop, that 
e J will never allow myſelf in any known 
% fin, and will diligently watch againſt all 
* temptations to it. 

« T $0LEMNLY abjure the world, the 
6e fleſh, and the devil, as the avowed ene- 
ce mies both of Gop, and of my ſoul. I 

„ diſclaim 
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diſclaim every thing, that ſtands in op- 
poſition, or is contrary to Gop. I ſo- 
lemnly renounce the glories, and vanities 
of this world, I will allow myſelf no 
pleaſures of ſenſe, which would tend to 
draw my heart from the bleſſed Gop; 
whom I now make a deliberate choice 
of, as my ſupreme happineſs : he 
LoRp is my portion, ſaith my ſoul, and 
I will never unſay it. 

* I TAKE Gon the father, to be my 
Gop and my father, my ſovereign 
Lokp, to whom I vow perpetual al- 
legiance and fidelity. ——I take IE SUS 
CHRIST, the Son of Gop, to be my 


Saviour; I accept of him as offered in 


the goſpel, as an all- ſufficient Saviour; 


I bottom all my hopes of ſalvation upon 


him; and come unto God through him, 


as the mediator of the new covenant; I 


receive him as a prophet, a prieſt, and a 
king, and yield myſelf to his conduct 
and government. I take the HoLy 
Gos for my guide, my ſanctifier and 
comforter ; to his directions and influ- 
ences I ſubmit myſelf, and reſolve ne- 

I 2 "6. ver 
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ver to quench the ſpirit, nor to reſiſt his 
gracious motions. 

« Tuus do fully and abſolutely, and 
without the leaſt reſerve, give up, dedi- 
cate, and devote myſelf to the Al- 
mighty Gop, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; into whoſe glorious name 1 
was baptized. I renew my baptiſmal 
engagements this day. I take the bonds 
of the covenant upon myſelf ; and 7077: 


* myſelf unto the LORD in a perpetual 


covenant never to be forgotten, I bind 


* myſelf to him by an everlaſting obliga- 


tion, never to be diſſolved or cancelled. 
I ftrictly promiſe to obey Gop's com- 
mands, and placidly ſubmit to the diſ- 
poſals of his providence ; let the LorD 
do with me, what feemeth good in his 


bt. 
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© THis is my free, my deliberate and 
ſincere reſolution, which, by the grace 
of Gop, I will never alter. Amen! jo 
be it ! and the covenant, which I now 
make on earth, may it be ratified in 
heaven | 
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* To this covenant, and all things 
* contained in it, I moſt heartily 
* ſubſcribe ; promiſing and re- 
** ſolving, by the aſſiſtance of 
e divine grace (which, with the 
«© moſt importunate earneſtneſs, 
*© Taſk of God) to live up to what 
*© have here engaged. So help 


c me Gon, 


A 


DELICIA FRYER. 


4 Necember 13, 1737, having re- 
& ceived the Sacrament of the 
„Lok p's-ſupper, the beginning 
« of this month; the fir/t time.“ 


Tu is young Lady, having thus joined 
herſelf unto the LorD in a perpetual cove- 


nant, never to be forgotten, was ſtudi- 


ous in after-life to behave, as one devo- 
ted unto Gop ; ſhe was careful to pay the 
vows ſhe bad made, and to walk cloſely 


with Gop in an SH Pg courſe of obe- 


dience to all his commands. And indeed 
religion had taken faſt hold of her heart; 
and ſhe adorned the doctrine of CuRIsT 
her Saviour and Lord, by a regular and 
upright converſation. 


SH E 
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SHE made conſcience of attending the | 
exerciſes of religious worſhip : ſhe neglect- 1 
ed none of the duties of the clo/et, the fa- 3 
mily, or the church; but as ſhe valued 
communion with Gop, ſo ſhe gladly em- 1 
braced all opportunities and means of en- ; 
joy ing it. 8 

TuE Lok p's-day was her delight; and 
with great pleaſure ſhe attended the public 
worſhip of Gop on that day; nor would 
ſhe ever be abſent, unleſs providentially 
hindered : the loved to be always early in 
the houſe of Gop, that ſhe might bear her 
part in all the exerciſes of religion, to be 
there performed: her behaviour there was 

_ unaffected, but always ſerious and ſolemn, 
and ſuch as evidenced her fincere deſire to 
be accepted in what ſhe did, and to profit 
thereby. When public worſhip was end- 
ed, ſhe took care not to forget what ſhe 
had been doing; ſhe went to hear Gop's 
word, that ſhe might know her duty, with 
an intent to practiſe it: with this view ſhe 
uſually, when ſhe returned home, com- 


By -. 9 - pw An as a as os; 


| mitted to writing the heads, and. principal al 
| parts of the ſermons, ſhe had that day i = 
1 heard: theſe ſhe often reviewed, to im- 
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preſs' them upon her memory, that they 
might not loſe their weight and influence; 
but might be always ready at hand, to 
warm her heart, and direct her beha- 
viour. Il 
SHE had a great abhorrence of every tl! 
thing, that appeared like offentation : her 
religion was not put on, like fine cloaths, | 
to make a /hew ; but ſhe wore it conſtantly | 
for ſe and ſervice, Nevertheleſs ſhe was 
neither aſhamed, nor afraid to wn reli- 
gion; ſhe was not to be laughed out of it 
by the ſncer of fools, nor would ſhe decline 
the exerciſes of it out of complaiſance to 
any. The Roman orator long ago made 
this obſervation ; © No man 1s really pious, 
e who is aſhamed or afraid to be ſo.” © 

As ſhe grew up in life, her reliſh of /a- 
cred things increaſed continually ; her im- 
provements in grace and holineſs were very 
conſpicuous, 

Bur though the ſervice of her Gop, 
and the concerns of her ſoul engaged her 
firſt and principal care (as they ſhould in 
all perſons) yet ſhe was very diligent to 
I aain an acquaintance with all other things, 

| which 


Nemo pius eſt, qui pietatem cavet. Cicero. 
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which might fit her for uſefulneſs in life; 
and render her capable of managing, with 
prudence and ſkill, whatever ſecular affairs 
might fall to her ſhare, and become her 
proper province. 

SHE was very fond of reading, and fil- 
led up her time in this way, more than 
moſt people. By this means her mind was 
richly ſtored with knowledge, both for 
her own entertainment, and for the con- 
duct of life. She knew how to employ 
her leiſure hours, and had no need to have 
recourſe to the amuſements of the age, to 
paſs away (or, as the modiſh phraſe is, 70 
kill) time; ſhe had none lying upon her 
hands. 

SHE fooꝶ a great deal of pleaſure in con- 
verſing with friends, whom ſhe valued 
and eſteemed; and never failed to give 
them pleaſure. She did not talk a great 
deal ; but when ſhe faw fit to ſpeak, it 
was always to the purpoſe ; and ſhe evi- 
dently diſcovered a ffrong judgment, and 
a very exact knowledge of things; which 
made her opinion much regarded, and her 
advice attended to by thoſe, who had oppor- 


tunity to be favoured with it. She was not 
fond 
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fond of a large acquaintance ; but where 
the: profeſſed friendſhip to any, ſhe was 
always diſpoſed to friendly offices. She 
had too much integrity and uprightneſs, to 
be able to ptetend friendſhip, without a 
deſign. of ſupporting the pretenſion; nor 
did ſhe ever practiſe the modiſh art of 


diſſimulation. A greatneſs of ſoul would 


not allow her to appear or profeſs one 
thing, and to hᷣe or act another. Nor was 
any thing more diſagreeable to her, than a 


conduct repugnant to character; eſpecially, 


where religion was likely to ſuffer. 
Su was always very modeſt and humble 
in her diſcourſe; and, I believe, never 
ſaid. a thing with a deſign to commend 
herſelf; nor did ſhe affect to cenſure others: 
two errors in converſation, which are gene- 
rally ſworn companions, and really give a 
vaſt diſguſt to a generous ſpirit. But thoſe 
who are full of themſelves, will gladly take 
all occafions'to-lefſen others. 

Su x had a noble finn of : mind, which 


kept her calm and undiſturbed in all oc- 


currences; ſo that ſne was never much 
elated, nor much depreſſed, 10 any thing 
that befe her. Witte 75 £11 
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SHE was very grave and ſolid in her 
temper, but at the ſame time eaſy and 
chearful; and much difpoſed to n 
and innocent mirth. 

Tu E ample fortune, which Gop bad fa. 
voured her with, never made her either van 
or arrogant: ſhe conſidered riches, as a ra- 
lent to be improved; and was very careful 
well to improve them; liberally contribu- 
ting to caſes of real neceſſity : but according 
to CyRIsT's direction, ſhe did her alms 
in the moſt private manner; not ſeeking 
applauſe from the world, but doing it out of 


conſcience to Gon, and a benevolent —_— | 


tion to the diſtreſſed. 
Ir is no wonder that a young Lady, 


very amiable in her perſon, of a large for- 


tune, and of the moſt admired accompliſb- 
ments, ſhould be ſoon taken notice of, when 
the grew up; and propoſals of marriage 
be early made. But ſhe had formed 
two reſolutions, in reference to this grand 
and important affair of life, which evi- 
denced her prudence and wiſdom; and 
from which, I am perſwaded, no conſide- 
ration in the world could have tempted 
her to recede: namely, —— That ſhe 
would never take a | ſtep towards it, but 

with 
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with the approbation of her aunt; whom, 
with the higheſt reaſon, ſhe eſteemed her 
fare, her faithful, and her heft friend: [Did 
young perſons univerſally take this method, 
and adviſe with parents and friends upon 
a matter of this conſequence, there would 
be more likelihood of ſatisfaction in that 
relation of life; or however, the reflection 
would be leſs diſtreſſing upon a diſappoint- 
ment]—The other was, that ſhe would not 
think of entering into ſo near a relation with 
any one; who was not a gentleman of an 
eſtabliſhed reputation for virtue, and a 
{tri& regard to religion. A reſolution this, 
becoming every true chriſtian ! [One would 
wonder, if either man or woman, who pro- 
feſſes a regard for Gop and heaven, ſhould 
ever be willing to be ſo nearly related to 
any one, who deſpiſes both, and is aban- 
doned to luſt and vice! ] Mrs. Iremonger 
had too great a ſpirit to be tempted "nw 
worldly honours, or high-ſwelling titles; 
pious and virtuous man, who would 10 
along with her in the way to heaven, and 
be aſſiſting to her therein, was the perſon 
ſne would prefer; nor ſhould any one be 
admitted the companion of her life, who 
K 2 Was 
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was void of thoſe heavenly diſpofitions.—— 
And I muſt beg leave to ſay (which I do 
with exquiſite pleaſure and fincere thank- 
fulneſs to Gop) ſhe was in this affair highly 
favoured, and had in a huſband all that ſhe 
could ever have wiſhed : as he found no 
defirable qualification wanting in her. —- 
Bleſſed union and harmony of kindred 
minds! how ſweetly did this happy pair 
walk hand in hand towards heaven ! how 
ſtrongly were their ſouls knit together by 
bonds of ſacred friendſhip, and the ſincereſt 
affection! 
the higheſt ſatisfaction and comfort! what 
hope reſulted from hence of many years 
felicity, ſuch as this imperfect world can 
admit, even to the height of human 
happineſs, modelled and governed by the 
laws of religion But the ſupreme diſ- 
poſer of all things has determined other- 
wiſe; the union is diſſolved ; ——the 
dear wife is removed: ſhe has had the 
honour and privilege of being quickly cal- 
led up to the world of eternal light and 
bliſs leaving her relatives and friends 


ſighing and lamenting ; as it becomes us to 
doina FO degree, but ſoſcr as to con- 
gratulate 


What a proſpect was here of 
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gratulate her ſafe arrival in the regions of 
immortal joy and glory. ——Loxrp, we 
adore ! we ſubmit to the awful providence, 
—— Thy will be done!” 

THovuGH in this ſituation Mrs. Iremon- 
ger was poſſeſſed of as much happineſs as this 
world can afford, and had every thing that 
heart could wiſh; yet ſhe was not at all 
high-minded, but at the furtheſt remove 
from pride; ſhe neither envied any above 
her the grandeur, which pleaſed them ; 
nor contemned thoſe, whom providence 
had ſet below her, in circumſtances leſs 
grateful : this part of her character is hand- 
ſomely repreſented by one, who knew her 
well, and is very exact in making his ob- 
ſervations; in a letter to a friend, in which 
he takes notice of the death of Mrs. [re- 
monger, he writes thus : © She has ſcarce- 
« ly left any body equal to her in a noble 
* negligence of worldly honour and glory; 
* and yet perfectly miſtreſs of all decent 
ff behaviour, and appearing always in a 
** proper character; unaffected and genu- 
© ine gravity, mixed with good humour, 
« ſetting her actions in a graceful and 
** beauteous light. 


= 
* 


SHE 
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SHE was an illuſtrious example of pa- 
tience under affliction; and had a talent of 
bearing pain and fickneſs, beyond what is 
common. In her /aft zlneſs the went 
through a vaſt deal with an amazing com- 
poſure. She was indeed very deſirous to 
have lived, if Gop had ſeen fit: and no 
wonder ; fince ſhe had every thing here 
below, that could make life defirable to 
berſelf”; or render her a bing to all about 
her ; which was the grand thing ſhe always 
_ endeavoured and had in view, 

Bur notwithſtanding her great deſire to 
have continued longer with her friends, 
and to have been further uſeful on earth; 
yet ſhe was entirely reſigned to the will of 
Gop, © having a good degree of hope (to 
uſe her own words) as to 4 future world,” 
[And truly, if /h, had not foundation for 
ſuch hope, I know not who can have!!! 
For though ſhe had the ſentence of death 
within herſelf, and for many weeks ap- 
prehended ſhe ſhould not recover ; though 
ſhe ſaw her fleſh conſuming, and felt the 
tireſome pains of diſſolving nature, yet ſhe 
remained compoſed ; no fretfulneſs, nor 
murmuring ; no dread, nor fear; not one 

repining 


r 
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repining or diſheartening word. But 
as ſhe lived, ſo ſhe died; a pattern of both, 


I am bold to ſay, to all her ſurviving rela- 


tives: It is my earneſt wiſh and 
prayer for myſelf, So may I live, ſo may 
I die; nor do I ſeruple to own; that I 
have learned many things from her both 
living and dying. Indeed her vaſt im- 


provements in religion, eſpecially in the 


four or five laſt years of her life, were be- 


yond what I ever-diſcerned in any perſon 
ſo young; nor did I ever know a Zemper 
and a he more entirely under the govern- 
ing influence of reaſon and religion. Great 
were the hopes and expectations, which 
her particular friends, and even her moſt 
diſtant acquaintance, had formed of her 
extenſive uſefulneſs for many years to 


come: and ſuch as knew her beſt were no 


way apprehenſive, that ſhe would have 
diſappointed thoſe hopes and expectations, 
had Gop ſeen fit to have prolonged her 
defirable life. 

Bu r that was too great a bleſſing for us 
to obtain; her work was done betimes, 
and therefore it was fit ſhe ſhould be early 
rewarded ! Gop called her home, and ſhe 

breathed 
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breathed out her ſoul into the hands of 


her dear redeemer on November the 40th 


laſt paſt, in the twenty: fourth year of 


her age: ſo ſoon did this fower fade and 
fall auay. She was cut off in the prime of 
li Hife; ; but nevertheleſs ſhe came to the grave 
mn a 172 1 7 full 8 and 5 _ 


7 


glory. boohal nd 5 
Thon gh. t her date l. 


1 « Pate, not rolling ſuns, the mind 


8 manures. I bib 

« That nien ogg which anſwers life's : 
great end. * | 

cc The time, that bears no fruit, 1 
| no name; 3 23 

ce The man 1 e is the man of 


years, ” 424 


Tuis thought ſhould quiet our minds 
under the preſent ſore trial. May the 
Gop of all conſolation revive our fainting 
ſpirits! and may this melancholy provi- 
dence inſtruct, awaken, and aſſiſt all ſur- 
viving relatives, to keep in mind, that 


here we have no continuing city; and make | 


us ſeek. more earneſtly. that which is to 
come; 


= F 22 The Complaint; Night the fifth, p. 45. 
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come; even à city, which hath foundations, 
whoſe builder and maker is Gop; of which 
city our dear departed relative has had the 
dignity and honour to take an earlier poſ- 
ſeſſion. While we are ſtill engaged in a 
hazardous warfare, it is no ſmall lief to 
a mind r:ghtly framed, to conſider that 
| thoſe, who were dear to us, are removed 
to a place of perfect ſecurity, out of the 
reach of all danger for ever. May divine 
grace conduct us ſafe through the dangers 
of life, and give us a joyful meeting at laſt 
with our dear friends, already exalted to 
God's right hand in glory! we follow 
them not in our thoughts and affections; 
and hope e're long to follow them in 
our perſons ! It is one deſign of providence 
in removing our godly and dear friends, to 
make us. love this world Jeſs, and heaven 
more ; to call us off from groveling here 
below, to the believing contemplation and 
hopes of the joys above, 


Friends, our chief treaſure | 
ok they drop? 
* How the world falls to pieces << 
about us, 
L „ tines " And 
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« And leaves us in a ruin of our joy ? 
« What ſays this tranſportation of my 
friends ? 
* It bids me love the place, where now 
| they dwell, | 
e And ſcorn this wretched ſpot, they 
leave ſo poor. 


Tuus have I given a few imperfect 
ſketches of a moſt lo ely and admirable 
character. It is indeed but a rough 
draught; the copy is far ſhort of the bright 
original. Many more uſeful hints might 
have been ſuggeſted. Nor am I in 
the leaſt apprehenſive of being cenſured, 
as having exceeded in commendation ' of 
my late dear ziece. She was all I have 
ſaid, and vaſtly more. Thoſe, who were 
moſt iutimately acquainted with her, eſpe- 
cially in the latter years of life, will diſ- 
cern ſeveral chaſms in the account, which 
might be filled up with advantage. 

SHE 1s here repreſented (though in a 
feeble and faint light, yet) as exhibiting 
an illuſtrious example, every way worthy 
of imitation, Her ſurviving relatives will 


| think 
Vid. The Complaint ; "Night the ſeventh ; p. 62. 
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think it an honour, to have been allied to 
ſo excellent a lady ; —— May we all fol- 
low her, even as ſhe followed CHRIST 
—— Others alſo, I hope, will improve in 
their ritual intereſts, by having ſo en- 
gaging a pattern ſet in their view. 

AnD if the publiſhing theſe brief me- 
moirs ſhould produce this deſirable effect, 
and be ſerviceable to any in their moſt im- 
portant, their eternal concerns; [I pray 
Gop it may!] I have gained the grand 
end I had in view, and ſhall be thankful ;- 
and even Mrs. Iremonger, with all her 
humility and low thoughts of herſelf, will 
forgive my having thus ſhewn her to the 
world; ſuppoſing the ſaints in heaven were 
acquainted, with what we poor mortals 
are doing here upon earth, | 

I nave ſomewhere met with a few 
lines in the form of an epitaph; it is very 
apropos; and ſuggeſts matter of comfort. 
I'Il beg leave to ſubjoin it, though I know 
not where to make my acknowledgments 
for it. 


Not twice twelve years full told, a 
wearied breath 

„ J have exchanged for a happy death. 

« Short 
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Short was my life; the longer! is my 
reſt : | 

© Gop takes them ſooneſt, won lie 
loveth beſt. 5 

He that is born to day, and dies to 
morrow, | | 

Loſes ſome hours of j Joy, but months 
of ſorrow. W3S 

Other diſeaſes often come bo 9 
us; 

Death ſtrikes but Once, and that ſtroke 
doth relieve us.” 


A 


c 


* 


c 


* 


* 


Gop of his infinite ad grant, that 
the ſtroke of death may be thus friendly 
to every one of us! may we then reſt from 
our labours, and enter into our . 
Joy! Amen ! 1 n die gc 


Wy. 
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